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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION



The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) is a statutory body of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest, and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). Established in accordance with
provisions of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, as amended in 2006, the NTCA plays a crucial
role in steering tiger conservation efforts in the country. The organization operates within the
mandate assigned to it by the said Act, with the primary objective of enhancing and enforcing
measures for the protection of tigers and their habitats.

The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has executed its mandate under the purview
of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, focusing on strengthening tiger conservation efforts
throughout the country. This involves maintaining an oversight through advisories and
normative guidelines, which are formulated based on comprehensive assessments of the
tiger's status, ongoing conservation projects, and recommendations from specially constituted
committees.

To further its mission, the NTCA as per the National Tiger Conservation Authority (Normative
Standards for Tourism and Project Tiger) Guidelines, 2012, extends financial support through
the 'Project Tiger' initiative to 58 Tiger Reserves spanning 18 range states in the country along
with provision for assisting tiger inhabited forests. 'Project Tiger' operates as a component of
the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats, dedicated to
the in-situ conservation of tigers. The scheme has played a pivotal role in securing the
endangered tiger from the brink of extinction, as evidenced by the recent findings of the All-
India Tiger Estimation (AITE) utilizing an improved methodology.

To achieve the Vision of Project Tiger of maintenance of a viable population of tigers in India for
scientific, economic aesthetic, cultural and ecological values, and to preserve for all times,
areas of biological importance as a national heritage for the benefit, education and enjoyment
of the people, the NTCA:

1.Provides statutory authority to Project Tiger so that compliance of its directives becomes
legal.

2.Fosters accountability of Center and States in management of Tiger Reserves within our
federal Structure, by providing for a tripartite MoU with States, Reserve Management and
NTCA.

3.Provides for an oversight by Parliament.

4.Addresses livelihood interests of local people in areas surrounding Tiger Reserves.
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Chapter 2

CONSTITUTION OF THE NATIONAL
TIGER CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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S.No. Designation and Address Designation

1
The Minister in charge of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change

Chairman

2 The Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Vice-

Chairman

3 Shri Harish Chandra Meena, Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha) Member

4 Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy, Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha) Member

5
Shri Sushil Kumar Modi – Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) (
From 1st April 2024 to 13th May 2024)

Member

6 Shri S.S. Srivastava, Former PCCF & HoFF, Odisha 
Expert

Member

7
Shri Rahul Bhatnagar, Former Field Director Ranthambore Tiger
Reserve, Udaipur, Rajasthan

Expert
Member

8
Shri Ravi Singh, Secretary General, WWF-India,Lodhi Estate, New
Delhi 

Expert
Member

9
Dr. Roop Narayan Mandwe,  M.B.B.S, D.C.P Consultant Pathologist,
Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh

Expert
Member

10
Dr. Pradeep K. Malik, Former Senior Professor, WII, Dehradun,
Uttarakhand 

Expert
Member

11
Shri W. Longvah, Former IGF (NTCA), Regional Office, Guwahati,
BashishtraChariali, Guwahati, Assam 

Expert
Member

12 Dr. H.S Negi, Former APCCF (WL), Madhya Pradesh
Expert

Member

The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) was established on September 4, 2006, with
the primary objective of strengthening tiger conservation efforts. Its key functions include
establishing normative standards for the management of tiger reserves, formulating reserve-
specific tiger conservation plans, presenting annual and audit reports to Parliament,
coordinating research and monitoring of tigers, co-predators, prey and habitats, ensuring
formation of State Level Steering Committees chaired by Chief Ministers and Tiger
Conservation Foundations. The composition of NTCA members during the period under report,
as officially communicated through a Gazette Notification can be viewed at Annexure I, is as
follows:
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13
Dr. Madhu Verma, Chief Economist, World REsources Institute,
New Delhi 

Expert
Member

14 Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Member

15
Director General of Forests & Special Secretary, Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Member

16 Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs Member

17 Secretary, Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment Member

18 Chairperson, National Commission for the Scheduled Tribes Member

19 Chairperson, National Commission for the Scheduled Castes Member

20 Secretary, Ministry of Panchayati Raj Member

21
Director, Wildlife Preservation, Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change

Member

22 Chief Wildlife Warden, Rajasthan Member

23 Chief Wildlife Warden, Odisha Member

24 Chief Wildlife Warden, Tamil Nadu Member

25 Chief Wildlife Warden, Uttarakhand Member

26 Chief Wildlife Warden, Mizoram Member

27 Chief Wildlife Warden, Chhattisgarh Member

28
Joint Secretary and Legislative Counsel, Ministry of Law and
Justice

Member

29
Additional Director General of Forest (Project Tiger), Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Member
Secretary
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Functions of the NTCA

Powers and functions of the National Tiger Conservation Authority as prescribed under section
38 O of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, as amended in 2006 are as under: -

a) to approve the tiger conservation plan prepared by the State Government under sub section
(3) of Section 38 V of the Act

b) evaluate and assess various aspects of sustainable ecology and disallow any ecologically
unsustainable land use such as, mining, industry and other projects within the tiger reserves

c) lay down normative standards for tourism activities and guidelines for project tiger from
time to time for tiger conservation in the buffer and core area of tiger reserves and ensure their
due compliance

d) provide for management focus and measures for addressing conflicts of men and wild
animal and to emphasize on co-existence in forest areas outside the National Parks,
sanctuaries or tiger reserve, in the working plan code

e) provide information on protection measures including future conservation plan, estimation
of population of tiger and its natural prey species, status of habitats, disease surveillance,
mortality survey, patrolling, reports on untoward happenings and such other management
aspects as it may deem fit including future plan conservation

f) approve, co-ordinate research and monitoring on tiger, co-predators, prey habitat, related
ecological and socio-economic parameters and their evaluation

g) ensure that the tiger reserves and areas linking one protected area or tiger reserve with
another protected area or tiger reserve are not diverted for ecologically unsustainable uses,
except in public interest and with the approval of the National Board for Wild Life and on the
advice of the Tiger Conservation Authority

h) facilitate and support the tiger reserve management in the State for biodiversity
conservation initiatives through eco-development and people’s participation as per approved
management plans and to support similar initiatives in adjoining areas consistent with the
Central and State laws

i) ensure critical support including scientific, information technology and legal support for
better implementation of the tiger conservation plan

j) facilitate ongoing capacity building programme for skill development of officers and staff of
tiger reserves, and

k) perform such other functions as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act with
regard to conservation of tigers and their habitat.
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MEETINGS OF THE NATIONAL TIGER
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY
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In addition to the regular meetings of the Authority, the National Tiger Conservation Authority
has established both a Technical Committee and an Administrative Committee to support its
mandate. These committees meet periodically to advance and refine conservation efforts in
tiger-bearing landscapes across the country. Their activities include direct field interventions as
well as capacity-building and outreach initiatives.

During the 2024-25 period, the following meetings were held:

Meetings of the Authority

The 25th meeting of the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA) on 29th
July, 2024 in Delhi, under the
chairmanship of Hon’ble Minister, MoEFCC
Shri Bhupendra Yadav and Hon’ble Minister
of State, MoEFCC  Shri Kirti Vardhan Singh.
The discussion emphasized on the
importance of leveraging indigenous
technology to enhance tiger conservation
efforts and can be viewed at Annexure II.

The 26th meeting of the NTCA was held on 21st December 2024 at IGNFA, Dehradun, in the
presence of Hon’ble Minister, MoEFCC Shri Bhupendra Yadav and Hon’ble Minister of State,
MoEFCC   Shri Kirti Vardhan Singh. The Discussion emphasized   India's unique tiger
conservation model, discussions focused on its continued strengthening through the
expansion of the tiger reserve network and addressing the genuine needs of tribal
communities and forest dwellers. As a significant step under Project Cheetah, a collaborative
initiative by NTCA and WII, the Atlas of Kuno-Gandhi Sagar Landscape for Meta population
Management of Cheetah in India was released, marking progress toward reviving large areas of
open natural ecosystems can be viewed at Annexure III.
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S.No. Date Reference Summary Record

1 29.04.2024 7th Technical Committee Annexure-IV

2 03.07.2024 8th Technical Committee Annexure-V

3 20.09.2024 9th Technical Committee Annexure-VI

4 03.10.2024 10thTechnical Committee Annexure-VII

5 14.11.2024 11thTechnical Committee Annexure-VIII

6 24.02.2025 12th Technical Committee Annexure-IX

Meetings of the Technical Committee

A total of six meetings of the Technical Committee of the NTCA were held
during the 2024-25 period. The key decisions taken during each meeting are
outlined in Annexures 4 to 9.

Meetings of the Administrative Committee

During the period 2024–25, no meeting of the Administrative Committee of the NTCA was
convened.



Rajiv Sharma



COMMITTEES CONSTITUTED BY
THE NATIONAL TIGER
CONSERVATION AUTHORITY

Chapter 4
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S.No Member Designation

1 Ms. Bhanumathi G. DIG NTCA Hqs Chairperson

2 Representative of CZA Member

3 Representative of CWW Odisha  Member

S.No Member Designation

1 Dr. Shailesh Prasad, PCCF (Retd.) UP Chairperson

2 Shri Hemant Singh, AIG, NTCA Hqs Member

3 Dr. Bivash Pandav, Scientist G, Wildlife Institute
of India, Dehradun  Member

In the financial year 2024–25, the National Tiger Conservation Authority constituted the
following teams and committees to carry out its mandate.

1.  As per the decision of the 5th Technical Committee of this Authority, a committee has been
constituted to assess the feasibility of establishing a Melanistic Tiger Safari in Odisha.
(Annexure X)

2.  A team was constituted in compliance with the decision of the 6th Technical Committee to
assess the feasibility of re-initiating tiger reintroduction at Satkosia Tiger Reserve, Odisha.
(Annexure XI)

S.No Member Designation

1 Shri Hemant Singh, AIG, NTCA Hqs Chairperson

2 Dr. Vishnupriya, Kolipakam, Scientist D, WII Member

3 Dr. Ujjwal Kumar, Research Scientist, NTCA
Tiger Cell, WII Member

3.  A Rapid Reconnaissance Survey team was constituted following reports of tiger presence
and subsequent mortality in Mahisagar district, Gujarat in 2019. NTCA issued multiple
advisories, sought factual status, and provided guidance to strengthen monitoring and
inter-state coordination. The team, comprising Shri Hemant Singh, Dr. Vishnupriya, and Dr.
Ujjwal Kumar, was tasked to assess potential tiger habitats in Gujarat. The survey aimed to
evaluate habitat feasibility in relation to historic tiger distribution in the region. (Annexure
XII)
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S.No Member Designation

1 Ms. Bhanumathi G. DIG NTCA Hqs Chairperson

2 Director or representative from the National
Museum of Natural History Member

3 Representative from ENVIS centre, MoEFCC Member

S.No Member Designation

1 Ms. Bhanumathi. G. DIG NTCA Hqs Chairperson

2 Md. Sajid Sultan, AIGF, NTCA Hqrs Member

3 Ms. Suveena Thakur, AIGF, MoEFCC Member

4 Ms. Inka Goel, Technical Officer, NAEB Member

5 Ms. Gyanwati, Action India (NGO) Member

4. A committee was constituted by NTCA to select winners of three MyGov activities
conducted in September 2022 under Project Cheetah—Welcome Song for Cheetah, Poster
Making Competition, and Cheetah Quiz. (Annexure XIII)

5.  An Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) was constituted in accordance with Section 4(2) of
the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act,
2013. The ICC is mandated to address and redress complaints of sexual harassment at the
workplace. The committee functions to ensure a safe, equitable, and compliant work
environment within NTCA. Annexure XIV
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S.No Member Designation

1 Sh.Rudolf Alvares, IPS, Deputy Director, WCCB  Incharge

2 Sh. Hemant Singh AIGF, NTCA Member

3 Sh. Ritesh Sarothiya, Head Tiger Strike Force,
Madhya Pradesh Member

4 Ms. Swetha Boddu, DCF Central Chanda Forest
Division, Maharasthra Member

5 Sh Anand Reddy Yellu, Deputy Director (Core),
Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve  Member

6. A Special Investigation Team (SIT) was constituted to monitor and supervise the
investigation of a tiger poaching case in the Central Chanda Forest Division, Maharashtra,
and to address illegal trade in tiger body parts. The multi-agency SIT is tasked with probing
linkages, supporting enforcement authorities, and recommending measures to strengthen
anti-poaching efforts across tiger landscapes. Annexure XV
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S. No. Name of the Post
Name of the

Incumbent
Pay Level/Salary (Rs.)

Headquarters

1 Member Secretary Dr. G.S. Bhardwaj
from March 2024

Level-16 (205400-224400)

2 Inspector General
Dr. Sanjayan Kumar

from January 2025
Level-14 (182200-224100)

3
Deputy Inspector

General
Dr. Vaibhav C. Mathur Level-14 (144200-218200)

4
Deputy Inspector

General
Smt. Banumathi G. Level-13A (123100-215900)

5
Assistant Inspector

General
Vacant

6
Assistant Inspector

General
Md. Sajid Sultan Level-13 (78800-209200)

7
Assistant Inspector

General
Shri Hemant Singh Level-12 (78800-209200)

8
Assistant Inspector

General
Dr. Abhishek Kumar Level-12 (78800-209200)

9
Deputy Director

(Finance)
Vacant

10 PS Vacant

11 Section Officer Vacant

12 Assistant Vacant

13 Staff Car Driver Vacant

There are 10 regular / 34 contractual administrative personnel in the establishment of the
National Tiger Conservation Authority to assist the Member Secretary in discharging his duties.
The position in respect to the office establishment of the National Tiger Conservation Authority
and the names of the positions (2024-25), are as follows:
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14 MTS Vacant

15 MTS Shri Suresh Pandit Level-4 (25500-81100)

Regional Office, Guwahati

16 Inspector General Vacant

17 OSD (NTCA) Shri W. Longwah Rs. 1,12,050/- (Fixed)

18
Assistant Inspector

General
Vacant

Regional Office, Bengaluru

19 Inspector General Vacant

20
Assistant Inspector

General
Ms. Harini Venugopal Level-13A (123100-215900)

Regional Office, Nagpur

21 Inspector General Vacant

22
Assistant Inspector

General
Shri Nand Kishore Kale Level-12 (78800-209200)

STAFF ON OUTSOURCED BASIS

Headquarters

1 Section Officer Nipun Vashist Rs. 49,608/-

2 Finance Officer Kushal Bhandari Rs. 61,820/-

3 Data Analyst Bhogendra Mishra Rs. 47,000/-

4 Data Entry Operator Sheetal Bisht Rs. 45,180/-
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5 Data Entry Operator Khushi Ram Rs. 25,600/-

6 Data Entry Operator
Dheerendra Kumar

Pandey
Rs. 25,200/-

7 Data Entry Operator Arti  Rs. 25,200/-

8 Data Entry Assistant Swati Rs. 23,128/-

9 Data Entry Operator Ankit Kumar Rs. 25,200/-

10 Data Entry Assistant Alisha Rs. 23,128/-

11 MTS Abhishek Handa Rs. 18,066/-

12 Office Assistant Laxman Singh Rs. 39,096/-

13 Office Assistant Mukesh Kumar Rs. 39,096/-

14 Driver Md. Akbar Rs. 27,400/-

15 Driver Siya Ram Rs. 27,216/-

16 Messenger Shiv Singh Rs. 28,188/-

17 Messenger Deepak Singh Rs. 25,920/-

18 Sanitation Worker Rahul Rs. 23,760/-

19 Young Professional Anchal Bhasin Rs. 40,000/-

20 MTS Raju Rs.18,893/-

Regional Office, Guwahati

21
Senior Project

Associate
Agatha C Momin Rs. 49,560/-

22 Data Entry Operator Jitumani Mahanta Rs. 23,544/-

23 Security Guard Michael Kumar Rabha Rs. 20,628/-
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24 MTS Nayan Jyoti Rahang Rs. 20,628/-

Regional Office, Nagpur

25
Principal Project

Associate
Anil Kumar Dashahare Rs. 57,820/-

26 Data Entry Operator Krunal R. Nandanwar Rs. 24,192/-

27 Security Guard Praful B. Bagade Rs. 21,000/-

28 MTS Yogesh G. Sakarde Rs. 20,196/-

29 Security Guard Rahul N. Khadse Rs. 22,680/-

Regional Office, Bengaluru

30 MTS Kumar M.K. Rs. 20,196/-

31 Data Entry Operator M.R. Radha Rs. 24,192/-

32 Security Guard Santosh Kumar Bodke Rs. 22,680/-

33 MTS Vamshikrishna K Rs. 20,196/-
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Major Initiatives undertaken during 2024-25

Government of India through National Tiger Conservation Authority has undertaken the
following milestone initiatives for conservation and protection of tiger and other wild animals.

Administrative steps 
In total, three new tiger reserves have been notified and approved under Section 38V of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Guru Ghasidas–Tamor Pingla Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh,
Ratapani Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh, and Madhav Tiger Reserve in Madhya
Pradesh. With these additions, the total number of tiger reserves in India has increased to
58. This expansion has further strengthened the country’s protected area network, bringing
the area under tiger reserves to nearly 2.5% of India’s total geographical area.

Madhav Tiger Reserve

Guru Ghasidas- Tamor Pingla Tiger Reserve

Ratapani Tiger Reserve

Core Area- 2049.23 km2

Buffer Area - 780.15 km2

Total Area- 2829.38 km2

Core Area- 375.23 km2

Buffer Area- 1276.15 km2

Total Area- 1651.38 km2

Core Area- 763.812 km2

Buffer Area - 507.653 km2

Total Area- 1,271.465 km2
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International Cooperation
A delegation from the Republic of South Africa visited India in April 2024 to further
strengthen bilateral cooperation in the field of species conservation, with a special
emphasis on Project Cheetah. During the visit, the delegates reviewed the preparedness of
Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya Pradesh, including the status of bomas, control
room facilities, and planned veterinary infrastructure. The delegation also undertook a
detailed appraisal of ongoing conservation and management activities at Kuno National
Park. The visit provided an important platform for technical discussions and experience
sharing, and it reinforced the mutual commitment of both countries to knowledge
exchange and to ensuring the long-term success and sustainability of cheetah restoration
efforts in India.

India became a member of
the International Big Cat
Alliance (IBCA) in
November 2024, reaffirming
its commitment to global
cooperation and leadership
in big cat conservation.
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A delegation from India, led by Mr.
Jitendra Kumar, Director General of
Forests and Special Secretary, met with
H.E. Rebecca Miano, Cabinet Secretary
for Tourism and Wildlife, Government of
Kenya. The discussions focused on
strengthening bilateral cooperation in
wildlife conservation and forest
management through the exchange of
experiences, shared strategies, and best
practices. The interaction underscored the
mutual commitment of both countries to
deepening collaboration in biodiversity
conservation and the sustainable
management of natural resources.

Constructive discussions were held with officials from the Government of Kenya and
the Kenyan Wildlife Service (22 May 2024) at the NTCA to advance and formalize
collaboration in the field of wildlife conservation. As part of this engagement, a Kenyan
delegation visited Kuno National Park and Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary in Madhya
Pradesh on 22 May 2024 to gain firsthand insights into the implementation and progress of
the ambitious Project Cheetah. The visit enabled detailed exchanges on conservation
strategies, habitat management, monitoring frameworks, and best practices, thereby
strengthening mutual understanding and laying the groundwork for sustained
international cooperation in species conservation.
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Under the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation in
Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Wildlife Management, productive discussions
were held between Indian and Cambodian officials in Phnom Penh from 26 November to 3
December 2024. The deliberations focused on developing and strengthening recovery
strategies for tigers and their habitats, with an emphasis on long-term conservation
planning and habitat management.

 As part of the same initiative, a delegation from the NTCA visited Cambodia’s Cardamom
Rainforest to support capacity-building efforts. The delegation provided essential training
across multiple thematic areas, including tiger conservation, habitat protection, monitoring
techniques, and institutional strengthening. These engagements reinforced bilateral
cooperation and reflected the shared commitment of both countries to advancing
biodiversity conservation and sustainable wildlife management through knowledge
exchange and technical collaboration.
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Significant Events
A meeting was organized, in March 2025, for Chief Wildlife Wardens of States and Field
Directors from tiger reserves across the country to deliberate and brainstorm on key
thematic areas of conservation. The sessions fostered a collaborative and participatory
environment, enabling the sharing of insights, experiences, and strategies to address
emerging challenges in tiger conservation and habitat management.

The next phase of the All India Tiger Estimation – Deliberations focused on preparations
and strategic planning for embarking on the forthcoming cycle of the nationwide tiger
estimation exercise, with emphasis on scientific rigor, coordination, and timely
implementation.

Evolving dimensions of tiger conservation
– Shri Ramesh Pandey, Inspector General of
Forests (IGF), highlighted the changing
landscape of tiger conservation. He
emphasized that the success of
conservation efforts is driven by the tireless
dedication and sustained efforts of field
teams across the country.

Strengthening collaboration for sustained
success – The Director General of Forests
and Special Secretary, Shri Sushil Awasthi,
lauded the spirit of collaboration that has
been central to India’s achievements in
tiger conservation. He called for enhanced
inter-agency and stakeholder cooperation
to ensure continued success on the ground
and expressed appreciation for the
commitment demonstrated by all involved.
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India’s tiger recovery as a global success
story – Dr. G. S. Bhardwaj, Member Secretary of
the National Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA), spoke about the remarkable recovery
of tigers in India, describing it as a global
conservation success. He stressed the need to
address critical issues such as human–wildlife
conflict and wildlife trafficking, and expressed
hope that the deliberations would help chart a
strong and forward-looking path for
conservation.

Release of a key publication – The booklet “Counting Tigers,” detailing the methodology for the
upcoming sixth cycle of the All India Tiger Estimation, was formally released by the Director
General of Forests and Special Secretary, Shri Sushil Awasthi. The publication is intended to
serve as a guiding document for field implementation and methodological consistency.

On the occasion of Global Tiger Day, the Hon’ble minister and Chairman, Shri Bhupender
Yadav, presented NTCA awards, on 29 July 2024, to forest officials who dedicate their lives
to protecting wildlife and preserving ecosystems, often at great personal risk. The awards
were conferred during a two-day conference held in Delhi, in recognition of the exemplary
dedication, courage, and selfless service of forest officials in advancing wildlife conservation
and safeguarding the nation’s natural heritage.
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Under the aegis of tiger conservation, India undertakes systematic monitoring and
management of a wide range of ecosystems, recognizing the tiger’s role as a keystone and
umbrella species for biodiversity conservation. On the occasion of Global Tiger Day, a
dedicated web portal on the distribution and spread of invasive plant species was
launched by the Hon’ble Minister.

The portal has been developed as a scientific decision-support platform to facilitate the
documentation and monitoring of invasive plant species across tiger reserves and forest
landscapes. By providing reliable spatial and field-based information, it will enable forest
managers and policymakers to identify priority areas for management interventions, optimize
allocation of conservation resources, and strengthen habitat restoration efforts. This initiative
reflects India’s commitment to evidence-based conservation and highlights the broader
ecological benefits of tiger-centric protection strategies in sustaining resilient and healthy
ecosystems.

The Hon’ble External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar, inaugurated the tribal art
exhibition titled “Silent Conversation: From Margins to the Centre” in New Delhi on 17
October 2024. The exhibition beautifully showcased the rich cultural heritage of India’s
tribal communities, highlighting themes of environmental conservation, sustainability, and
harmonious coexistence with nature. It offered a powerful reflection of the deep and
enduring relationship between tribal traditions and the natural world. During the
inauguration, the Minister commended the exceptional craftsmanship and creativity of the
tribal artisans, acknowledging their vital role in preserving cultural heritage and promoting
values of ecological balance and sustainable living through art.
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On the occasion of the second anniversary of the reintroduction of the cheetah in India on
17 September 2024, the Annual Report of Project Cheetah was released by the Hon’ble
Forest Minister of Madhya Pradesh. The release took place in the presence of the Member
Secretary, NTCA and Dr. S. P. Yadav. The report highlights the significant progress achieved
under Project Cheetah, documenting key milestones, management interventions, and
conservation outcomes. Its release marked an important step in India’s ongoing efforts to
restore the cheetah population and strengthen long-term species conservation in the
country.
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Key Publications in 2024-2025

The report outlines India’s ongoing Project Cheetah progress, documenting
the translocation, monitoring and management of cheetahs reintroduced
into Kuno National Park as part of efforts to restore the species after decades
of local extinction. It highlights key milestones in population establishment,
ecological monitoring, and collaborative conservation actions undertaken
during 2023-24 to support a self-sustaining cheetah population in India.

The plan outlines a strategic framework to reintroduce and establish a viable
cheetah population in the Gandhisagar Wildlife Sanctuary–Kuno landscape
(≈9000 km²), with the long-term goal of creating a self-sustaining
metapopulation of about 60–70 cheetahs. It details site preparation,
ecological monitoring, translocation logistics, and habitat management to
support cheetah adaptation and long-term conservation in this landscape.

This atlas maps and analyzes the Kuno–Gandhi Sagar
landscape in central India as a key area for establishing and
managing a viable cheetah metapopulation, covering
approximately 17,000 km² across parts of Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan with habitat, prey, and human-use
information.

The SOP provides detailed field-level protocols for monitoring and
managing pregnant and nursing cheetah females as well as neonatal care,
and the handling of orphaned, abandoned, or injured cheetah cubs at
introduction sites in India. It outlines veterinary care, husbandry practices,
and rehabilitation steps to support individual animal welfare while
minimizing human imprinting, with the goal of ensuring successful
integration into free-ranging populations. 

The document outlines the scientific framework and methodology of the
6th Cycle of the All-India Tiger Estimation, detailing India’s standardized,
four-phase double-sampling approach to assess tiger populations and their
habitats nationwide. It explains how field surveys, remote sensing, and
camera-trap based spatial capture–recapture models are integrated to
estimate tiger abundance, density, and trends for informed conservation
and management decisions.
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S.No. Receipts Amount (in Rs) Payment Amount (in Rs)

1 Imprest 175,000.00 Expenses 45,391,857.14

2

Bank Balance:

166,030,139.39 Funds for projects 380,902,214.00(i) Deposit Account

(ii) Saving Account

3

Funds Received from GoI Exp. on Training:

(i) Grants-in-aid to NTCA 259,910,817.00 Workshops and
Conferences

2,416,512.00

(ii) CAMPA 296,350,000.00

(iii) Swachh Bharat 28,900,000.00

4 Security Deposit -

Expenditure on:
2,982,021.00

Assets
(fixed/software)

5 CSR fund Received 105,103,404.00 CSR fund release 147,905,634.02

6 Interest Received 4,243,584.00
Finance Charges:

Interest deposited 4,370,548.00

7 Recovery of Advance 1,041,588.00 Advance recoverable 543,800.00

8 Misc. Receipts 10,200.00

Other Payments:

Remittance (Misc.
Receipts)

9 - - Imprest 175,000.00

- -

Bank Balance:

(i) Deposit Account

(ii) Saving Account 277,077,146.23

Total 861,764,732.39 861,764,732.39

NTCA receives funding support from the Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change, Government of India, in the form of grants-in-aid. The details
of receipts and payments made by NTCA during the financial year 2024-25 are
given below:
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Head 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25

NTCA 1016.67 1156 2963.5

CSS (PT&E) 15800 24000 29000

Total 16816.67 25156 31963.5

Budget allocation during the last three years: The budget allocation of the NTCA and PTE for
the period 2022 to 2025 is given below. 

CSS – Project Tiger: Sanction Details for 2024-25: The details of sanctions tiger reserve wise,
state wise and detailed head of Project Tiger Scheme, NTCA and other funds can be found on
(Annexure VI). The details of accounts and the audit report for the FY 2024-25 for the NTCA can
be seen at (Annexure VII).

Rs. in Lakh





ANNUAL PLAN OF OF THE NTCA 
Chapter 7



34

Annual Report 2024-25

The National Tiger Conservation Authority steers the Project Tiger Scheme which is currently
being implemented as a component of the umbrella Centrally Sponsored Scheme of
Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats. Under Project Tiger, the NTCA ensures that
activities as outlined in the National Tiger Conservation Authority (Normative Standards for
Tourism and Project Tiger) Guidelines, 2012, which emanates from Section 38 O(1)(c) of the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, are implemented in right earnest. The said Guidelines prescribe
the following 17 overarching activities for implementation in tiger reserves with a provision
for tiger inhabited forests to-

(i) antipoaching initiatives;

(ii) strengthening infrastructure within tiger reserves;

(iii) habitat improvement and water development;

(iv) addressing man-animal conflicts;

(v) co-existence agenda in buffer and fringe areas with landscape approach;

(vi) deciding inviolate spaces and relocation of villages from critical tiger habitats within a time
frame b y providing a better relocation package, apart from supporting States for settlement of
rights of such people;

(vii) rehabilitation of traditional hunting tribes living in and around tiger reserves;

(viii) providing support to States for research and field equipment;

(ix) supporting States for staff development and capacity building in tiger reserves;

(x) mainstreaming wildlife concerns in tiger bearing forests outside tiger reserves, and fostering
corridor conservation in such areas through restorative strategy involving local people to arrest
fragmentation of habitats;

(xi) providing safeguards and retrofitting measures in and around tiger reserves and tiger
bearing forests for wildlife conservation;

(xii) strengthening the infrastructure of National Tiger Conservation Authority at the Centre;

(xiii) carrying out independent monitoring and the evaluation of tiger reserves;

(xiv) establishment and development of eight new tiger reserves;

(xv) provision of project allowance to all categories of staff working in tiger reserves;

(xvi) providing residential amenities to facilitate basic education to children of frontline field
staff posted in tiger reserves;

(xvii) providing assistance to States for fostering ecotourism to benefit local people.
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Incorporating the above measures, States prepare a Tiger Conservation Plan, which is a
statutory requirement under Section 38V of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. Based on the
approved Tiger Conservation Plan, an Annual Plan of Operations is formulated, which serves as
the basis for the release of financial assistance under Project Tiger. Over the years, the Project
Tiger Scheme has received the following budgetary support:

Funds received under the Grants-in-aid to the NTCA are utilized for achieving the following
statutory mandate of the Authority: 

i. measures for addressing conflicts of men and wild animal

ii. estimation of population of tiger and its natural prey species, status of habitats, disease
surveillance, mortality survey, patrolling, reports on untoward happenings and such other
management aspects as it may deem fit

iii. approve, co-ordinate research and monitoring on tiger, co-predators, prey habitat, related
ecological and socio-economic parameters and their evaluation

iv. initiatives through eco-development and people’s participation as per approved
management plans along with outreach and extension activities.

v. ensure critical support including scientific, information technology and legal support for
better implementation of tiger conservation initiatives

vi. facilitate ongoing capacity building programme for skill development of officers and staff of
tiger reserves

Decadal Budget In Rs. crores 
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Over the last few years, following is the picture of the budget allocated under the NTCA Grants-
in-aid –
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Abstract

Approved and Valid TCPs 25

Approved but expired 11

Under Review at NTCA 8

Sent to state for Rectification 9

Not submitted 7

Total Number of Tiger Reserve (including Amagarh
Buffer of Corbett TR)

59

Steering Committee

As per Section 38 X of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the State Governments are required to
establish a Tiger Conservation Foundation for each tiger reserve in order to facilitate and
support their management for conservation of tiger and biodiversity and to take initiatives in
eco-development by involvement of people in such development process. The TCF of following
tiger reserves is yet to be constituted.

1. Rajaji Tiger Reserve (Uttarakhand)
2. Kamlang TR (Arunachal Pradesh)
3. SrivilliputhurMegamalai Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu)
4. Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve (Madhya Pradesh)
5. DholpurKarauli Tiger Reserve (Rajasthan)
6. Ranipur Tiger Reserve (Uttar Pradesh)
7. Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve (Rajasthan)

Tiger Conservation Foundation

Under section 38U of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, States are required to constitute a State level
Steering Committee headed by the Chief Minister. All the tiger range states have constituted
the steering committee. The correspondences from this Authority to the states for ensuring its
meetings are done on a regular basis.
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Tiger Conservation Plans
Under section 38 O (1) (a) of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, the NTCA is authorized to accord
approval to Tiger Conservation Plans prepared by the States. The details of Tiger Conservation
Plans (TCPs) are as below:
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S.No. Tiger Reserve
(TR)

PA
Notification

Year
State Core Area

 (sq km)

Buffer
Area

 (sq km)

Total Area
 (sq km)

1 Bandipur 1973-74 Karnataka 872.24 584.06 1456.3

2 Corbett 1973-74 Uttarakhand 821.99 466.32 1288.31

Amanagarh
buffer

–
Uttar
Pradesh

– 80.6 80.6

3 Kanha 1973-74
Madhya
Pradesh

917.43 1,134.36 2,051.79

4 Manas 1973-74 Assam 526.22 2,310.88 2,837.10

5 Melghat 1973-74 Maharashtra 1,500.49 1,268.03 2,768.52

6 Palamau 1973-74 Jharkhand 414.08 715.85 1,129.93

7 Ranthambore 1973-74 Rajasthan 1,113.36 297.92 1,411.29

8 Simlipal 1973-74 Odisha 1,194.75 1,555.25 2,750.00

9 Sunderban 1973-74 West Bengal 1,699.62 885.27 2,584.89

10 Periyar 1978-79 Kerala 881 44 925

11 Sariska 1978-79 Rajasthan 881.11 332.23 1,213.34

12 Buxa 1982-83 West Bengal 390.58 367.32 757.9

13 Indravati 1982-83 Chattisgarh 1,258.37 1,540.70 2,799.07

14 Namdapha 1982-83
Arunachal
Pradesh

1,807.82 245 2,052.82

15
Nagarjunsagar
Sagar

1982-83
Andhra
Pradesh

2,595.72 700.59 3,296.31

Notification of Core & Buffer
Under section 38V of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, the National Tiger Conservation
Authority is vested with the mandate to recommend the notification of an area as a tiger
reserve, which is composed of a core/critical tiger habitat and a buffer. The status of core and
buffer notification by States is as under:
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https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/bandipur.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/corbett.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/kanha.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/manas.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/melghat.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/palamau.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/ranthambore.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/simlipal.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/sunderbans.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/Periyar_new.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/sariska.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/buxa.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/indravati.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/nstr.pdf
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S.No. Tiger Reserve
(TR)

PA
Notification

Year
State Core Area

 (sq km)

Buffer
Area

 (sq km)

Total Area
 (sq km)

16 Dudhwa 1987-88
Uttar
Pradesh

1,093.79 1,107.98 2,201.77

17
Kalakad
Mundanthurai

1988-89 Tamil Nadu 895 706.54 1,601.54

18 Valmiki 1989-90 Bihar 598.45 300.93 899.38

19 Pench 1992-93
Madhy
Pradesh

411.33 768.3 1,179.63

20
Tadobha
Andhari

1993-94 Maharashtra 625.82 1,101.77 1,727.59

21 Bandhavgarh 1993-94
Madhy
Pradesh

716.9 820.03 1,536.93

22 Panna 1993-94
Madhy
Pradesh

576.13 1,021.97 1,598.10

23 Dampa 1994-95 Mizoram 500 488 988

24 Bhadra 1998-99 Karnataka 492.46 571.83 1,064.29

25 Pench – MH 1998-99 Maharashtra 257.26 483.96 741.22

26 Pakke 1999-20
Arunachal
Pradesh

683.45 515 1,198.45

27 Nameri 1999-20 Assam 320 144 464

28 Satpura 1999-20
Madhya
Pradesh

1,339.26 794.04 2,133.31

29 Anamalai – Tamil Nadu 958.59 521.28 1,479.87

30 Udanti Sitanadi – Chattisgarh 851.09 991.45 1,842.54

31 Satkoshia – Odisha 523.61 440.26 963.87

32 Kaziranga 1974 Assam 625.58 548 1,173.58
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https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/dudhwa.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/kmtr.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/valmiki.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/pench-mp.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/tatr.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/bandhavgarh.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/panna.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/dampa.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/bhadra.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/pakke.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/nameri.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/satpura.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/anamalai.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/udanti.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/satkoshia.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/kaziranga.pdf
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S.No. Tiger Reserve (TR)
PA

Notification
Year

State Core Area
 (sq km)

Buffer
Area

 (sq km)

Total Area
 (sq km)

33 Achanakmar – Chattisgarh 626.19 287.82 914.02

34 Kali – Karnataka 814.88 282.63 1,097.51

35 Sanjay Dhubri –
Madhya
Pradesh

812.57 861.93 1,674.50

36 Mudumalai – Tamil Nadu 321 367.59 688.59

37 Nagarhole – Karnataka 643.35 562.41 1,205.76

38 Parambikulam – Kerala 390.89 252.77 643.66

39 Sahyadri – Maharashtra 600.12 565.45 1,165.57

40
Biligiri
Ranganatha
Temple

– Karnataka 359.1 215.72 574.82

41 Kawal – Telangana 892.23 1,123.21 2,015.44

42 Sathyamangalam – Tamil Nadu 793.49 614.91 1,408.40

43 Mukundara – Rajasthan 417.17 342.82 759.99

44
Nawegaon
Nagzira

– Maharashtra 653.67 1,241.27 1,894.94

45 Amrabad – Telangana 2,166.37 445.02 2,611.39

46 Pilibhit –
Uttar
Pradesh

602.79 127.45 730.25

47 Bor 2012 Maharashtra 138.12 678.15 816.27

48 Rajaji – Uttarakhand 819.54 255.63 1075.17

49 Orang – Assam 79.28 413.18 492.46
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https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/kali.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/sanjay.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/mudumalai.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/nagarahole.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/parambikulam.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/sahyadri.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/brt.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/kawal.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/satyamangalam.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/mukundara.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/nawegaon.pdf
https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/pilibhit.pdf
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S.No. Tiger Reserve (TR)
PA

Notification
Year

State Core Area
 (sq km)

Buffer
Area

 (sq km)

Total Area
 (sq km)

50 Kamlang –
Arunachal
Pradesh

671 112 783

51
Srivilliputhur
Megamalai

– Tamil Nadu 641.86 374.7 1016.57

52
Ramgarh
Vishdhari

– Rajasthan 481.9073 1019.9848 1501.8921

53 Ranipur –
Uttar
Pradesh

230.31 299.0512 529.3612

54
Veerangana
Durgavati

–
Madhya
Pradesh

1414.006 925.12 2339.12

55 Dholpur – Karauli – Rajasthan 599.6406 458.24 599.6406

56
Guru Ghasidas –
Tamor Pingla

– Chhattisgarh 2049.232 780.155 2829.387

57 Ratapani –
Madhya
Pradesh

763.812 507.653 1271.465

58 Madhav –
Madhya
Pradesh

375.233 1276.154 1651.387

TOTAL
46,701.29

sq km
38,244.78

sq km
84,946.07

sq km
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https://ntca.gov.in/assets/uploads/briefnote/Ramgarh_Visdhari.pdf
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List of Tiger Reserves in India 

S. No. Tiger Reserve State 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

10 

12 

13 

14 

Pakke 

Orang 

Valmiki 

Manas 

Nameri 

Indravati 

Kamlang 

Palamau 

Kaziranga 

Namdhapa 

Achanakmar 

Udanti-Sitanadi 

Nagarjunsagar Srisailam 

Guru Ghasidas – Tamor
Pingla Tiger Reser 

ve 

Bihar 

Assam 

Assam 

Assam 

Assam 

Jharkhand 

Chattisgarh 

Chattisgarh 

Chattisgarh 

Chattisgarh 

Andhra Pradesh 

Arunachal Pradesh 

Arunachal Pradesh 

Arunachal Pradesh 
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16 
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18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

Pench 

Kanha 

Panna 

Periyar 

Bhadra 

Satpura 

Madhav 

Bandipur 

Nagarahole 

Sanjay-Dubri 

Bandhavgarh 

Dandeli-Anshi 

Parambikulum 

Ratapani Tiger Reserve 

Biligiri Ranganath Temple 

Kerala 

Kerala 

Karnataka 

Karnataka 

Karnataka 

Karnataka 

Karnataka 

Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh 

Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Madhya Pradesh
Reserve 

Madhya Pradesh 

Madhya Pradesh 
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44 

45 

46 
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Sariska 

Melghat 

Similipal 

Sahyadri 

Satkosia 

Mudumalai 

Ranthambore 

Mukundra Hills 

Tadoba-Andhari 

Nawegao-Nagzira 

Ramgarh Vishdhari 

Kalakad-Mudunthurai 

Dholpur – Karauli Tiger
Reserve 

Odisha 

Odisha 

Mizoram 

Rajasthan 

Rajasthan 

Rajasthan 

Rajasthan 

Rajasthan 

Tamil Nadu 

Tamil Nadu 

Maharashtra 

Maharashtra 

Maharashtra 

Maharashtra 

Maharashtra 

Maharashtra 

90



47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

Rajaji 

Buxa 
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Pilibhit 

Corbett 

Ranipur 

Dudhwa 

Amrabad 

Anamalai 

Sundarban 

Sathyamangalam 

Srivilliputhur-Megamalai 

Telangana 

Telangana 

Tamil Nadu 

Tamil Nadu 

Tamil Nadu 

Uttarakhand 

Uttarakhand 

Uttar Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh 

Uttar Pradesh 

West Bengal 

West Bengal 
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State-wise tiger mortality in 2024-25

Tiger reserve-wise tiger mortality in 2024-25
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Tiger mortality inside and outside tiger reserves in 2024-25

Causes of tiger mortality in 2024-25
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