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CHEETAH INTRODUCTION

VISION PLAN MEETING



Commemorat ive  Postage  Stamp -
Col larwal i  ~  a  Supermom

The 2nd International Tiger Forum meet was held on 5th September, 2022 and was attended by the
global leaders representing the Tiger Range Countries across the world. One of the main objectives of
this meeting was to discuss the outcomes of adopting the Global Tiger Recovery Programme in 2010.
The discussion also took an account of further strategies and actions so as to ensure the successful
and even recovery of the global Tiger population in all the Tiger Range Countries.

To commemorate this 2nd International Tiger Forum, a postage stamp dedicated to this event has been
designed to pay tribute to the iconic mother, ‘Collarwali’, the famous Tigress from Pench Tiger Reserve,
Madhya Pradesh. During her lifetime, she had given birth to 29 cubs, out of which 25 had successfully
survived to adulthood and she passed away in January, 2022. The country has released a
Commemorative Postage Stamp to celebrate this remarkable global event on 1.9.22 as a tribute to her
contribution in Indian ecosystem. The National Tiger Conservation Authority dedicates the Postage
Stamp to her, the Collarwali.

Release of  Postage Stamp-Col larwal i  at  the
National  Tiger  Conservat ion Authority ,  Delhi

An Image of  Postage Stamp -  Col larwal i
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  FROM 
MEMBER SECRETARY'S DESK

ii

Among the 13 Tiger Range Countries (TRCs), India has a well-established
network comprising of 53 Tiger Reserves in the country. The Ranipur Tiger
Reserve in Uttar Pradesh is the 53rd and the most recent Tiger Reserve of the
nation. The expanded network across the country, ensures management
towards enhanced corridor connectivity both for Tigers and other wildlife.

Furthermore, the country has taken a historic step in the field of big cat
conservation by successfully introducing African Cheetahs from Namibia in
Kuno National Park, Madhya Pradesh. The Authority has put forth tremendous
efforts since the initiation of the project till its culmination in translocating the
same.  With its successful release, monitoring has been set up for round the
clock supervision. The backdrop of this great step involves continuous scientific
discussion, survey and analyzing the scientific aspects, dialogue between both
the governments, preparing translocation grounds etc. 

As we are progressing towards the 50 years of Project Tiger, the Authority held
an Expert Committee Meeting to discuss the Vision Plan (2021-2031) for
strengthening the Project Tiger. Inputs from various Scientists, Experts and
Officials have been taken into consideration for evolving the Tiger conservation
Strategies. Along with this, relying on field based meeting approach, the
Authority conducted its 21st meeting at the Tadoba Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra
where, we also celebrated the Global Tiger Day, 2022. Moreover, the National
Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has also released a postal stamp honoring
the Tigress and a Supermom, 'Collarwali', in view of the 2nd International Tiger
Forum.

With this, I appreciate the entire NTCA team for working progressively towards
achieving the objectives of this Authority. Also, I am glad to share this issue of
Stripes, hopeful that the readers will find this issue an interesting one which will
enhance their understanding about the big cat conservation initiatives of India.

Dr. S. P. Yadav
Additional Director General, Project Tiger &
Member Secretary, National Tiger Conservation Authority
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Global  Tiger  Day,  2022
The Global Tiger Day is celebrated annually on 29th July to raise awareness among people
regarding the ecological importance of Tigers and also the current challenges faced by the mighty
animal globally. It was conceptualized at the Saint Petersburg Tiger Summit in Russia in 2010.

This year, Tadoba Tiger Reserve, Maharashtra hosted the Global Tiger Day Celebrations.  The
Hon’ble Minister of Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Shri Bhupender Yadav and the Hon’ble
Minister of State for Environment, Forest & Climate Change, Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey attended
the Programme at Chandrapur Forest Academy, Maharashtra. 

Along with other delegates, the Ministers visited the Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve (TATR) and
appreciated the field conditions and the diversity of the landscape and had interactions with the forest
staff to understand the field level protection issues. He was enthralled by observing the dedication of
the staff in carrying out enforcement activities specially the mobile application based smart patrolling
called MSTRIPES.

Global  Tiger  Day,  2022 Celebrat ions

Field Visits  by Hon'ble Minister ,  Shr i  Bhupender Yadav
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The Tadoba Anderi Tiger Reserve has a rich
and diverse landscape with a high-density of
Tigers. In this landscape the Tigers are known
to co-exist with the local people residing in-
and-around these Tiger habitats. During the
celebrations, the Government of India
showcased its dedication and its commitment
towards the Tiger conservation goals. India
has marked the history by doubling its Tiger
Population well ahead of time and has also
expanded the Tiger Reserve network as it
currently harbor 52 Tiger Reserves, the latest
being Ramgarh Vishdhari in Rajasthan. The
Hon’ble Minister, Shri Bhupender Yadav
highlighted that the Government is making
constant efforts towards the well-being of the
local people who are residing in-and-around
the Tiger bearing landscapes. 

In his address, Hon’ble Minister, Shri
Bhupender Yadav also appreciated the
community-based ecotourism model which is
providing livelihood opportunities to the locals
and also helped in effective management of
the reserve. He congratulated all the Tiger
Range Countries, specifically India, as the
country did a commendable job in conserving
& protecting more than 70% of global Tiger
population.  He also highlighted that the
Government is constantly working for the
locals by creating various livelihood
opportunities and interventions in this region.
He also appreciated Maharashtra for
implementing the Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Jan Van Vikas Yojana for the welfare of the
people residing in-and-around Tiger Reserves
and encouraged other states to adopt the
same. He also shared that India has taken up 

On the Occasion of Global Tiger Day, 2022, the
Hon’ble Minister of State, Shri Ashwini Kumar
Choubey addressed the people and emphasized
that the Tiger symbolizes power and plays a
crucial role in biodiversity conservation, water and
climate security. He further stated that India is a
global leader in the field of Tiger Conservation
and is actively collaborating with other countries
such as Cambodia, China, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Nepal, Myanmar and Russia. He also
emphasized that we should envision our future of
peaceful co-existence with the animal and nature.

On this event, the Front line staff were felicitated
and rewarded as recognition for their
extraordinary performance in the field of tiger
conservation. An annual award of Rs 1 lakh was
awarded to each of the two Foresters, two Forest
Guards and two Watchers/protection assistants/

Hon'ble Minister ,  Shr i  Bhupender Yadav
addressing dur ing Global  Tiger  Day,  2022

a high priority conservation project to bring the
Cheetah back into the Indian landscape through
the Project Cheetah. In this regard, the country
has already signed a bilateral agreement with
Namibian Government and is soon going to sign
another one with South African Government.
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Tiger Trackers by the Hon’ble Minister, Shri Bhupender Yadav. The celebration was also graced by
the presence of local public representatives, Field Directors of the Tiger Reserves in the Country
and Senior Forest Officials from the State of Maharashtra besides the contingent of Special Tiger
Protection Force from Maharasthra and Kerala.

Hon'ble Minister  of  State,  Shr i
Ashwini  Choubey addressing

during Global  Tiger  Day,  2022

Hon'ble Minister ,  Shr i  Bhupender Yadav faci l i tat ing the
forest  f ront l ine staff  dur ing Global  Tiger  Day,  2022
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Global  Tiger  Day Celebrat ions ,  2022 
In  News



1) To aware the students by familiarizing them about various aspects of wildlife and forestry. 
2) To familiarize them about the role of citizens in forest and wildlife protection.
3) To inculcate among students a sense of awareness and respect for the cultural heritage of our rich
biodiversity'.
4) To familiarize the students about various welfare schemes and programmes run by forest department
for forest dwelling communities'.
5) To prepare, 'Van Mitan Harit Yodhha' for environment, forest and wildlife conservation. 
Under this initiative various activities are being organized under the different zones involving local
schools in and around the Indravati Tiger Reserve area. This covers about 44 government secondary,
primary and high school besides ashrams i.e. government residential schools for boys and girls.

5

‘Jagriti Van Mitan’ a model of 
Community Involvement in the 

Indravati Tiger Reserve
Indravati Tiger Reserve, Chhattisgarh is spread across in an area of 2799.086 Sq. Km. Its landscape
harbors a diverse wildlife including the Wild Buffalo, which is the largest mammal in India after Elephant
and Rhinoceros. There are about 137 villages located inside the Tiger Reserve wherein villagers are
highly depended on forests for the collection of minor forest produce to secure their livelihood. A total of
56 and 81 villages are located inside the core and buffer area respectively. The local villagers
particularly tribal are dependent on forest and have cultural connection with nature, therefore, it was
pertinent to make effort to seek their support and involvement for the conservation of wildlife. 

In this regard, to encourage the involvement of local communities for the protection and conservation
wildlife through the initiative called "Van Mitan Jagriti" program, sanctioned under the CAMPA fund. This
was to bring awareness among school going children by apprising them about the importance of wildlife
and role of forest department and local communities in forest and wildlife conservation. The objectives
of the ‘Van Mitan Jagriti’ program are:

‘Jagriti Van Mitan’ Program at the Indravati Tiger Reserve
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To educate and sensitize the school students about the importance of forest and wildlife, students
were involved in various activities such as bird watching, trekking, local flora identification and
interactive session with locals for traditional knowledge. Documentaries on rare and endangered
wildlife and their conservation were also screened. Moreover, importance of non-destructive and
sustainable harvesting practices for minor forest produces were demonstrated to the students.

In this way, the "Van Mitan Jagriti" program, is bringing positive change among the students by
making them aware about the forest and wildlife. Such programmes by the Forest Department helps
in building trust and confidence among local tribal communities and these awareness programmes in
a long run will pave the way for seeking community support and involvement in wildlife conservation.

Activities the ‘Van Mitan Jagriti’ program

Local  Flora Identi f icat ion with School  Students

Interactive Session with Students and Tradit ional  healers

A Repor t  by ,
Ind rava t i  T ige r  Reserve ,  Chha t t i sga rh
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21st  Meet ing  of  the  Nat ional  Tiger
Conservat ion Authori ty

The 21st Meeting of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) was organized at Chandrapur
Forest Academy of Administration, Development and Management, Maharashtra on 29th July, 2022.

The meeting was chaired by Shri Bhupender Yadav, Hon’ble Minister of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change and Chairman NTCA and in the presence of Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Hon’ble
Minister of State, Environment, Forest & Climate Change and Vice Chairman, NTCA. ADG (PT) &
MS (NTCA) by formally welcoming all the Members and Participants initiated the proceedings with a
brief about NTCA activities. 

During the meeting, the Hon’ble Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Chairman
NTCA directed that a workshop shall be conducted with institutions like Wildlife Institute of India
(WII), Botanical Survey of India (BSI), Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education (ICFRE), Forest Research Institute (FRI), Forest Survey of India (FSI) who
can support the authority in its work. He further highlighted on exploring new ways to connect with
people in the conservation aspect through emphasizing on agroforestry, biodiversity registers and
organic farming thereby promoting local, traditional knowledge.

The Hon’ble Minister of State, Environment, Forest and Climate Change and Vice Chairman NTCA
praised the NTCA Members for continuous monitoring and supervision by undertaking frequent visits
to all Tiger  Reserves. He also highlighted the importance of involving local communities in
management of Tiger reserves and encouraged the staff  for using digital communication mode in
management aspects. Providing a platform for marketing of bamboo and other crafts by local
communities were also discussed.

Members and Off ic ials  at  the 21st  Meeting of  the National  Tiger  Conservat ion Authority  
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Inputs and recommendations from the eco-tourism workshop were discussed. The workshop was
successfully conducted on 18th July, 2022 at New Delhi wherein Field Director(s) from various
Tiger Reserves participated. Thereafter, visit of NTCA members to different Tiger Reserves namely
Valmiki, Satkosia, Dudhwa, Sahaydri and Rajaji Tiger Reserves were discussed. It was
emphasized that diverse tourism activities such as biodiversity watch, birding, showcasing local
crafts and culture in Tiger Reserves should be scaled up. Use of electric vehicles in tourism and
making Tiger Reserves 100% free from single use plastic was encouraged. Furthermore, engaging
local youths in ecotourism through Self Help Groups or as trackers in Valmiki Tiger Reserve was
appreciated. The Satpura Tiger Reserve was applauded for high foot patrol intensity. Encouraging
the existing literature review was suggested so as to boost the systemic and scientific ways of
working. Along with this, zonal plans for the Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZ) to be prepared on priority
basis with a special emphasis on solving the issues concerning Eco-Sensitive Zones. 

Followed by the discussion, the Hon’ble Minister of State praised the NTCA members for their
visits to various Tiger Reserves and highlighted the importance of involving local communities into
management and ecotourism practices. He also discussed about the importance of digitized
communication and proposed to device a single online resource center for all research works and
important documents pertaining to the Tiger Reserves.

In continuation to this, the Hon’ble Minister also highlighted that a standard format for managing
database shall be devised for all the Tiger Reserves. The format shall include all the important
aspects such as the year of formation, status of water availability, the area buffer and core,
information regarding ESZ, biodiversity, tiger population, village relocation, etc. In this context, an
application can be developed which will unify the process of data collection across the reserves.
Also, he mentioned that the constitution of a Technical Unit which will be handling the research
based work of various Tiger Reserves shall be initiated at the earliest. Along with this, conduction
of a workshop was proposed with the institutions like Wildlife Institute of India (WII), Botanical
Survey of India (BSI), Zoological Survey of India (ZSI), Indian Council of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE), Forest Research Institute (FRI), Forest Survey of India (FSI) who can give
technical support to NTCA. Lastly, he encouraged to explore new ways to connect with locals in
the field of conservation especially through practices such as agroforestry, organic farming,
AYUSH, biodiversity registers and by promoting local traditional knowledge.

* * * * * * *
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Expert  Committee  meet ing  for
Vis ion Plan for  s trengthening

Project  Tiger  (2021-2031)

On 29th August, 2022, the National Tiger Conservation Authority convened the 2nd Expert
Committee meeting regarding the Project Tiger Vision (2021-2031). The main agenda was to
discuss the development of vision plan document. Dr. Rajesh Gopal, Secretary General, Global
Tiger Forum chaired the meeting and the members of the Expert Committee also gave their valuable
inputs during the meeting.
Dr. Amit Mallick, IGF NTCA welcomed all the members and briefed the discussions held during the
first meeting and highlighted the objectives of the Vision Plan document.

The main points that emerged during deliberation are that, stream-lining of forestry operation in the
buffer area, core-buffer boundaries and corridor delineation so as to enhance the forest productivity,
setting up of anti-poaching camps for effective Tiger Reserve management and protection, a
systematic review of existing anti-poaching camps through audit shall be taken into account.
Capacity building shall be done regularly through collaborating with various institutions. Furthermore,
it was emphasized that the reserve should constantly put efforts towards developing alternative
livelihood opportunities to generate gainful employment. Along with this, mitigating conflict and its
management shall be done at local and international level with a prime focus on enhancing the local
level-collaboration and coordination among various bodies.

It was reiterated that active and sustainable development should be the top most priority of the
reserves besides addressing the issue of bridging managerial gaps between existing Tiger Reserves
and newly established Tiger Reserves. In its conclusion, the Expert Committee agreed that the
Vision Plan should clearly define the strategies for an improved Tiger protection and forest
management practices with an enhanced coordination both at the local and national level.

* * * * * * *
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NTCA on Social Media

Hon’ble Minister  & Chairman,
National  Tiger  Conservat ion

Authority ,  Shr i  Bhupender Yadav,
Addit ional  Director  General ,

Project  Tiger  & Member Secretary,
National  Tiger  Conservat ion

Authority ,  Dr .  S.P.  Yadav and,
Director  General  of  Forests &

Special  Secretary,  Shr i  C.P.  Goel
releasing the Postage Stamp

The Kaziranga Tiger  Reserve in
Assam received the 'Best  Wi ldl i fe

Destinat ion in India '  award
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Cheetah is  Back in  India
The Historical range of Asiatic Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus venaticus) in India was from the west of
Bengal, in the east to west of Pakistan, further encompassing Afghanistan and Iran and from Punjab in
the north to the north western Tamil Nadu in the southern region. 

Cheetah is the only carnivore that has become extinct in 1948 from India mainly due to over-hunting
and habitat degradation. Being an apex predator in open forest and grasslands, Cheetahs were
primarily responsible for balancing the entire ecosystem. Therefore, its extinction has led to the
‘Domino Effect’ which is often referred to as trophic cascade. Absence of predator species usually
result in outnumbering the herbivores leading to overgrazing, habitat degradation etc. This in turn
brings a negative impact on other organisms at various trophic levels. 

The state of the Cheetah in India was viewed seriously and Government of India way back in 1952
during the first Wildlife Board meeting, emphasized for “assigning special priority for the protection of
the Cheetah in Central India”. Subsequently discussions on bringing the Asiatic cheetah from Iran and
reintroducing it in India were initiated. A Cheetah Task Force (CTF) was constituted by the Government
of India in 2010 to drive the procedures of cheetah reintroduction in India. The ‘Project Cheetah’ was
adopted under the ambit of landscape approach for wildlife conservation which has also been
highlighted in the National Wildlife Action Plan.

Bringing back Cheetah to India will have a substantial impact in restoration of original Cheetah habitats
and its Biodiversity. It helps in restoration of endangered species of the grasslands/open forest
ecosystem. Amongst these are the caracal, the ancient Indian wolf and critically endangered species of
the bustard family – the lesser florican and the great Indian Bustard.

Continuous effort led to detailed surveys and analyses which inturn led to determination of the possible
release sites. Keeping in view of the historical ecological aspect, former cheetah range states, namely
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh, were prioritized.

Kuno National  Park,  Madhya Pradesh



12

Amongst the 10 surveyed sites, the Kuno Palpur National Park (KNP) at Madhya Pradesh was highly
recommended because of its suitable habitat, inviolate space and adequate prey base. The park is
about 748 Sq. Km area, abundant with adequate prey base. It also forms a part of Sheopur-Shivpuri 
deciduous open forest landscape and was estimated to have a
capacity to sustain 21 cheetahs. In order to execute the plan, ‘Action
Plan for Introduction of Cheetah in India’ was released. The plan
comprehensively describes the ‘Pre, During & Post Release’
protocols. The Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate
Change, Shri Bhupender Yadav unveiled the Action Plan for Cheetah
and mentioned that “Project Cheetah aims to bring back independent
India’s only extinct large mammal – the cheetah. Subsequently, a
number field visits and meetings were conducted and in culmination
to it, the Government of India signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Government of the Republic of
Namibia on 20th July 2022 on wildlife conservation and sustainable
biodiversity utilization, Wherein it was agreed to translocate eight
Cheetah individuals to India.

The Day 17th September, 2022 rewrites the history in wildlife conservation efforts, wherein 8 Cheetahs
(5 Females and 3 Males) were successfully released in Kuno National Park, Madhya Pradesh by our
Hon’ble Prime Minister.  It was a first of kind intercontinental felid translocation project, and it was
achieved successfully with the guidance and supervision of the expert team consisting of Scientists, and
Veterinarian belonging to various institutions and of both the countries. 

 Hon'ble Minister ,  Shr i  Bhupender Yadav signing a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Government of  the Republ ic of  Namibia
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This bold step will able to establish breeding cheetah populations in safe habitats across its historical
range and also to manage them as a meta population. Besides restoration of biodiversity and
maintenance of ecological balance, it will able to provide opportunity to enhance local community
livelihoods.

In order to realize the effort taken in bringing in the Cheetah in India, continuous monitoring and
protection is the key step necessary at this moment. Cheetah Mitr and cheetah task force were
formed to have social fence and also monitoring set up for round the clock protection and to ensure
the safety of the cheetahs. 

* * * * * * *

Hon'ble Pr ime Minister ,  Shr i
Narendra Modi ,  releasing the

Cheetahs in wi ld

A released Cheetah in the Kuno
National  Park

Picture Courtesy: Shivang Mehta
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Cheetah Awareness  Campaign
To disseminate the significance of reintroduction of Cheetah in India, Awareness campaign was
taken up across the country so as to infuse the importance, enthusiasm and responsibility of all
the citizen in protection of the charismatic species. In this regard, the National Museum of Natural
History, New Delhi, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, along with its regional
museums at Mysore, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and Sawai Madhopur organized a Cheetah
Awareness Programme so as to create Environmental Awareness among masses particularly
young kids.  The campaign was inaugrated on the first day of the Wildlife Week dated, 02/10/2022
and continued for a month till 31/10/2022.

Awareness Campaign at  the National  Museum of  Natural  History

Cheetah Awareness Campaign Banner

Image Source :  ht tps : //pib .gov . in/PressReleaseIframePage .aspx?PRID=1871631
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Awareness Campaign at  var ious Levels

During this month, a huge number of people including students from various schools and colleges 
 were sensitised while they visited the National Museum of Natural History, other Natural History
Museums, Tiger Reserves and National Parks. 

Mann Ki  Baat with Hon'ble Pr ime Minister ,
Shr i  Narendra Modi
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Various competit ions conducted at  many schools dur ing the
Cheetah Awareness Campaign

In addition to the awareness campaign, competition like quiz, poster, jingle etc were also floated out to
bring in the momentum at the ground level. With the concerted efforts of MoEFCC, NTCA and
organization like NMNH, ENVIS and IROs, around 4 lakh people were sensitized in campaign mode.
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A Warm Welcome of  Cheetahs  on
Social  Media
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Rise  in  Tiger  Populat ion at  the
Amrabad Tiger  Reserve ,  Telangana

Amrabad Tiger Reserve is one of the important protected areas of Telangana State. Situated in the
Nallamalas, which is an offshoot of Southern Eastern Ghats, this Tiger Reserve is situated on
terrain with plateaus, ridges, gorges, and deep valleys. This landscape supports tropical mixed dry
deciduous and moist deciduous forests with dense under growth of Bamboo and grasses.

This Tiger Reserve (ATR) is one of the largest tiger reserves in India that extends over 2611.4
sq.km in Nagarkurnool and Nalgonda districts of Telangana State. It is a well-known and well-
preserved nature reserve in Nallamala Hills, part of the Eastern Ghats chain.

Protection plays vital role in any species conservation and here in ATR, in addition to protection
various conservation measures were also undertaken like foot patrolling, forming tiger monitoring
teams, regular camera trapping etc., The interventions taken up as part of wildlife management,
grassland management, ensuring water thought the year and particularly during summer,
construction/repair of check dams, weed removal have positively influenced the enhancement of
tiger population.

Populat ion of  Tiger  in  Amrabad Tiger  Reserve



The sincere efforts of staff have not allowed single poaching of the Tigers during the year 2021-22
and played key role in increasing the Tigers numbers from mere 10 individuals in 2017 to 21
individuals as per the All India Tiger Estimation (AITE) conducted in 2022. During AITE, 2022 a
total 846 pair of camera traps were deployed in an area of 1692 Sq. Km of the Tiger Reserve, and
based on this dataset, about 21 Tiger individuals were recorded. The trend depicted in the bar
graph indicates an increasing trend in the Tiger population from initial 10 in 2017 to 7, 12, 12, 14
and 21 in the years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022 respectively.

A first-time mother with four cubs in a single picturesque image was also documented in camera
trap images during the AITE, 2022 in our Tiger Reserve. Currently two Tigresses with their cubs are
officially recorded, rise in breeding Tiger individuals is an advantage which will eventually increase
the population size at the landscape level.

The increase in Tiger numbers has evoked a sense of belonging and brought up the level of
commitment in the staff which will surely ensure further improvement in the protection and
management of the Amrabad Tiger Reserve.

Smt .  N .  Ksh i t i j a ,
F ie ld  D i rec to r ,  Amrabad  T ige r  Reserve ,
Te langana

* * * * * * *
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India is a leading nation in the field of Tiger conservation and is home to about 70% of the total world
population. As per the latest All India Tiger Estimation conducted in 2018, about 1,033 Tiger
individuals were reported from the Central Indian and Eastern Ghats landscape. The Central Indian
and Eastern Ghats tiger landscape is spread over eight Indian states viz. Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan and Telangana. Among
these states, Madhya Pradesh harbors about 526 Tigers in 6 Tiger Reserves of the state. 

The restoration of the Tiger population in the Panna Tiger Reserve was executed by reintroducing the
translocated 7 individuals out of which, 6 were from the other three tiger reserves of Madhya Pradesh
and 1 was from Bhopal forest division. This reintroduction was held between the year 2009 and 2014,
under 'Species Recovery and Reintroduction Project' thereby establishing a viable Tiger population in
the Panna Tiger Reserve within a period of 10 years. Furthermore, the Panna Tiger Reserve has the
genetic diversity as it broadly represents the genetic structure of the Central Indian landscape Tigers.

The Tiger reintroduction and recovery program has enhanced the management experience of the
forest staff. Moreover, the exercise has generated sufficient data for analyzing the body growth in wild
Tigers based on the data documented for the tiger physical characteristics like weight, total length,
neck, chest and abdomen girth, shoulder height, and canine size at different ages. 

20

Analysis  of  Growth Data  of  Physical
Characteris t ics  of  Indian Tiger  at  the

Panna Tiger  Reserve
~  a  s tudy  by  Ut tam Kumar  Sharma,  I shwar  Jarande  & Sanjeev  Kumar  Gupta

Schematic diagram of measurement of Different Physical Characteristics
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The study comprehensively compiles and analyze the body growth data of both male and female
Royal Bengal Tigers in the Panna Tiger Reserves based on the 9 physical characteristics viz. Weight,
Nose tip to tail base (Body Length), Tail base to tail tip (Tail Length), Total length (Nose tip to Tail tip),
Neck girth, Shoulder Height, Chest girth, Abdomen girth, Canine Length (Upper Right and Left and
Lower Right and Left).

The data was collected for 30 Tiger individuals at different age points for all the 9 physical
characteristics. However, data of all the physical characteristics could not be collected every time due
to exigencies or oversights.

Weight Versus Age graph for Tigers

The findings of this study indicates that a male Tiger has more weight as compared to a female Tiger
at any stage of its life. Moreover, the body length and the total length of a male Tiger is greater as
compared to a female Tiger at any given age during its life time. Beside these, remaining 6 Physical
Characteristics namely, Shoulder height, Neck girth, Chest girth, Abdomen girth and the Canine length
also followed a similar pattern wherein, a male individual has scored more as compared to a female at
any given stage of life.

Total length Versus Age graph for Tigers

The current study lays the baseline data for the Physical Characteristics Tiger inhabiting the Panna
Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh. The analyzed Tiger population is adapted to the Dry Deciduous
Forest type. Therefore, it would be interesting to conduct such similar study on the Tiger population
residing in different landscape representing other forest type to draw a comparable conclusion at the
landscape level. This in turn can aid in documenting an All India Booklet on Tiger Body Growth Data
representing all regions of the country.
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Participation of Indian delegation in 2nd
International Tiger Forum, Vladivostok, Russia

(4th to 7th September, 2022)

The Global Tiger Recovery Programme was adopted to improve the wild Tiger Population status
which was rapidly declining and was a on the brink of extinction. In 2010, during the 1st
International Tiger Forum meeting at the St. Petersburg, it was decided to target doubling of wild
Tiger population across the tiger’s entire range by 2022. The aim was not confined to any specific
country, but was intended to be achieved all across the Tiger range countries including India. In
continuation to this, India has achieved the goal of doubling the Tiger numbers well ahead of its
targeted year as per the results of 4th cycle of All India Tiger Estimation, 2018.

Furthermore, during the 4th Asia Ministerial Conference, the Hon'ble Minister, Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India, Shri Bhupender Yadav had
proposed to host the Pre-Summit meeting of Tiger Range Countries at New Delhi. As directed,
the National Tiger Conservation Authority has organised a Pre-Summit meeting during 10th to
12th August 2022 at New Delhi for finalizing the draft Declaration on Tiger Conservation. The
draft Declaration was adopted by the Heads of the Tiger Range Countries during the 2nd
International Tiger Forum which was held at Vladivostok, Russia on 5th September, 2022. Dr.
S.P. Yadav, Additional Director General (Project Tiger) & Member Secretary, National Tiger
Conservation Authority and Dr. Amit Mallick, Inspector General of Forest, National Tiger
Conservation Authority participated in this 2nd International Tiger Forum at Vladivostok, Russia. 

Ministers and Dignitaries from the Russian Federation and officials from other Tiger Range
Countries, attended the inaugural function of the 2nd International Tiger Forum. The opening
ceremony also included the Tiger postage stamp release which also included the Indian Tiger
postage stamp representing the famous Tigress, Collarwali. During the sessions an overview on
India’s Tiger Conservation Efforts was presented by Dr. S.P. Yadav highlighting the
achievements of India in the context of the decided St. Petersburg Tiger Summit target. He also
emphasized on the initiatives taken by the country to adopt various modern tools and
technologies and Community involvement in Park management and protection including Eco-
Development Committees. In the same session, the Vladivostok Tiger Declaration was also
adopted and released. Furthermore, sessions on Conservation of Amur Leopard and Best 
 Practices for Tiger Conservation were also conducted during the meet. Dr. S.P. Yadav presented
India’s work on good management practices being adopted  in Tiger Reserves in India and the in- 
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-volvement of the indigenous and local communities in the protection of the Tigers and its
habitat. The management practices being followed in India was highly appreciated by all the
participants.

Dr. S.P. Yadav, ADG (PT) MS (NTCA) interacting with Media

Dr. S.P. Yadav, ADG (PT) MS (NTCA) addressing the session during the 2nd International Tiger Forum,
Vladivostok, Russia

Besides, various outreach activities were also conducted at the 2nd International Tiger Forum
mobilizing the entire the city of Vladivostok. Many signage, billboards,  Tiger replicas, sculpture 
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and other artefacts were showcased at the public parks, open spaces, sea fronts. Many
educational activities were also organized for children and general public.

The visit was a great experience for the delegations as they got an opportunity to interact and
deliberate with representing Tiger Ranging Country officials, dignitaries and experts working in the
field of Tiger conservation. Furthermore, India’s Tiger conservation initiatives were showcased at
the global level and was also highly appreciated. This will help in shaping India’s efforts for Big Cat
Conservation both at the National as well as International level.

                                                                      * * * * * * *

Participants at the 2nd International Tiger Forum, Vladivostok, Russia
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