Computer No. E - 238570
Government of India
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Project Tiger & Elephant Division

F.No. 4-1(64)/2024-PT&E Dated: 25.11.2024
To,

The Pay & Accounts Officer,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
New Delhi.

Sub: Centrally Sponsored Scheme ‘Project Tiger & Elephant’ Administrative Approval
for funds release to Government of Assam, during 2024-25 - 2nd jnstalment - reg.

Sir,

I am directed to convey the administrative approval of the competent authority to the
continuance of the Scheme ‘Project Tiger & Elephant’ in Assam at the cost of ¥4606.01 Lakh
(X Four Thousand Six Hundred Six Lakh One Thousand Only) as per details given in the
table at Annexure.

2 'am also directed to convey the sanction of the President to the payment and release of
an amount of ¥1316.33085 Lakh (X One Thousand Three Hundred Sixteen Lakh Thirty
Three Thousand Eighty Five Only) as the 2nd instalment of Central Share towards the
Grants-in-aid to Government of Assam during the current financial year 2024-25. The balance
amount of the Central Assistance will be released in due course after a review of the progress
of expenditure/work is undertaken.

3. The grants-in-aid will be regulated in accordance with the provisions contained in the
memorandum of the Centrally Sponsored Project Tiger & Elephant Scheme. The Grants-in-Aid
is also subject to the Chapter 9 of the General Financial Rules 2017, as amended from time to
time, read with the Government of India’s decision incorporated there-under, and any other
guidelines which may be issued in this regard, and in particular to the following conditions:-

i The expenditure is incurred as per the allocation of funds.
ii. = Payments are made by bank transfer and no cash payment is to be made.
fii.  Funds for POL/maintenance of vehicles would be admissible only for the vehicles
purchased from CSS funds.
iv.  Compensation for loss due to wildlife is to supplement the State Govt. fund as per the
rules of State Govt.
v.  Provisions of GFR is followed by implementing agency along with the economic
instructions issued by Government of India from time to time.
vi.  Evidence of deposit of GST in case of contract payment and leviable goods are obtained
along with UC and compliance of DBT scheme has to be ensured.
vii.  In case of employment through contract, copy of PF & ESI contributions of employees
shall be obtained, where able applicable.
viil.  UCis to be submitted as prescribed in GFR 2017.
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ix. Interestaccrued to be deposited in CFIL.

X.  Activities should be undertaken as per approved guidelines of PT&E.

xi.  All relevant information and documents/certificates as required under GFR 209(I}
have been received.

xii. The pattern of assistance of rules governing such grants-in-aid have received the
approval of the Ministry of Finance, as required under Government of India decision
No. (1) under DFPR-Rules 20.

xiii. Terms and conditions of the service of the employees employed under the Project
Tiger and Elephant Scheme are not higher than those applicable to similar categories
of employees of Central Government and where it is not in accordance with above, the
relaxation of Ministry of Finance have been obtained for such discrepancies as
required under GFR 230(12}(1).

xiv.  Assets acquired wholly or substantially out of Government Grants shall not be
disposed off without obtaining the prior approval of the sanctioning authority of
Grants-in-aid.

xv. The Government of Assam agrees to make reservations for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes or OBC in the posts or services under its control on the lines
indicated by Govt. of India.

xvi.  The accounts of the Project Tiger and Elephant Scheme shall be audited by C&AG or
by any person authorized by him on his behalf in accordance with the provisions laid
down in Section 14 of the C&AG (DPC) Act, 1971 as amended from time to time.

xvii.  The accounts of the Project Tiger and Elephant Scheme shall be open for inspection
by the sanctioning authority and audit, both by the Comptroller & Auditor General of
India under the provision of C&AG (DPC) Act, 1971 and internal audit party by the
Principal Accounts Office of the Ministry whenever it is called upon.

xviii.  The Utilization Certificate against the earlier funds released under Grants-in-aid have
been received and accepted by the competent authority.

xix. Government of Assam in respect of Project Tiger and Elephant Scheme may furnish
their performance-cum-achievement report on or before 31.03.2025.

xx. Tiger/Elephant Reserves will spend Grants-in-aid exclusively in pursuance of the
objectives envisaged in rules/memorandum of the Centrally Sponsored Scheme
‘Project Tiger & Elephant’ and for the purpose it is being sanctioned.

xxi.  Grants-in-aid to Government of Assam is subject to the Economy Instructions issued
from time to time by the Ministry of Finance or by the Competent Authority.

xxii.  Grants-in-aid shall be utilized before the end of the current financial year 2024-25 and
unspent balance, if any, will be refunded by Government of Assam to the Govt. of
India.

xxili. Government of Assam in respect of Project Tiger and Elephant Scheme will
maintain a separate account and will present their annual accounts in the standard
format as required under GFR 230(5).

xxiv.  Grants-in-aid shall be utilized for Kaziranga, Orang, Nameri and Manas Tiger
Reserve strictly as per the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, acting through the National
Tiger Conservation Authority, Field Director (Kaziranga, Orang, Nameri and Manas
Tiger Reserve) and Government of Assam.

xxv.  Monitorable outcomes on the item of works contained in the sanction letter both in

\ physical and financial terms are required to be furnished in the monthly report

£, aisE e

Asslstant ar G ¥
ST qIENSTAT / Project

1]

B-1 Wing, 7! Floor, Pt. Deendayal Antyodaya Bhawan, CQPCEE’;bIes,qun?F{gﬁaa

iRy
WIRT HIEER /Governme



XXVi.

XXVii.

xxviii.

XXiX.

XXXI.
Xxxii.
xxxiii.

XXXiv.

XXXVI.

XXXVii.

xxxviii.

XXXiX.

xl.

xli.

xlii.

xliii.

xliv.

xlv.

xlvi.
xlvil.

regularly. Compliance status on Tripartite Memorandum of Understanding is required
before submission of additional or ensuing year’s Annual Plan of Operation (APO).

The expenditure should be limited to the amount released and in no case should be
done in anticipation of further release by the Ministry.

The payments of daily wages should be done through DBT mode only (Rule 87 of GFR
2017).

It may please be ensured that there is no duplication of nature and items of work being
proposed in the same area under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Project Tiger
and Elephant and other Centrally Sponsored Schemes such as Eco-development and
IDWH Schemes etc.

The cost estimates worked out by the Field Director should be based on approved
schedule of rates of the State Government, with due approval of the competent
authority.

Approval of the competent authority be obtained and acceptance of UC may be
ensured by PD.

The expenditure is incurred as per the allocation of funds.

Payments are made by bank transfer and no cash payment is to be made.

Funds for POL / maintenance of vehicles would be admissible only for the vehicles
purchased from CSS funds.

Funds will not be diverted for any item other than specified herein.

Funds to be spent only on items approved in Tiger Conservation Plan (TCP)/CSS
Guidelines.

Compensation for loss due to wildlife is to supplement the State Government fund as
per the rules of State Government.

GFR is followed by implementing agency alongwith the economic instructions issued
by Government of India from time to time.

Satellite photo with date and latitude and longitude nodes after completion of work
depicting the work carried out before and after the work.

Evidence of deposit of TDS/Service Tax in case of contract payment and CST in case of
leviable goods are sent along with UC.

In case of employment through contract, copy of PF & ESI contributions of employees
shall be obtained wherever applicable.

All measurable outcome of this grant must be mentioned in the sanction order and UC
is to be submitted as prescribed in GFR 2017 - Form GFR 12-C.

If the implementing agency does not use the fund for the purpose for which it was
given, it has to refund the same with interest.

There should not be any overlapping of activities under the projects with the activities
of ongoing schemes under CSS/CS/State Government Scheme.

The sanction order must mention measurable physical parameters and all measurable
parameters are to be adhered to.

The fixed asset created out of this grant shall not be disposed off without concurrence
of this Ministry.

All guidelines under the project is to be followed scrupulously.

The UC with physical progress report and satellite photo with physical deliverable
with date and latitude - longitude coordinates before and after completion of work be
obtained of each tiger reserve and uploaded on the website of the implementing
agency as well as the Ministry for public access.

"GTRELS
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xlviii. ~ The measurable outcome under the project (quantified) in terms of number of tigers/
elephants in reserves, eco-tourism in tiger/ elephant reserves, %age decrease in man-
animal conflict etc.,, may also be submitted in the progress report.

xlix.  All labour payments strictly by Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT).

. The guidelines of Project Tiger and Elephant Scheme are followed by Tiger/Elephant
Reserves and Expenditure Evaluation Report on the expenditure incurred vis-a-vis
proposed activities and result achieved may be furnished.

4, As the annual budget of the Scheme is approved by the Central Government, the
Government of Assam is not required to furnish bond and sureties, in accordance with the
Ministry of Finance 0.M. No. 14(1)-EII (A)/64 dated 23.06.1965.

5. The terms and conditions of the payment are as under:

a. The grant is in accordance with the pattern of financial assistance approved by the
Ministry of Finance.

b. The grant sanctioned is subject to the adjustment on the basis of the terms and
conditions approving the scheme.

6. No deviation from the approved items of expenditure as enumerated in the annexure
shall be made without prior concurrence of the Government of India. The guidelines of
National Tiger Conservation Authority should be fully adhered to. The Chief Wildlife Warden
and the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests of the State Government should be directed to
ensure that the field works are in accordance with the Tiger Conservation Plan and the
Annual Plan of Operation by the field inspections from time to time.

7. In accordance with the revised procedure, the Central Accounts Section, Reserve Bank
of India, Nagpur, may kindly be advised to pass on credit to the books of the State
Government of Assam under intimation to this Department.

8. The expenditure incurred is adjustable to the Demand No. 28 (Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change) under the following heads during the Financial Year 2024-25:

Scheme Budget Head Kaziranga | Orang | Nameri | Manas | Project Total
Elephant
3601.06.101.02.05.31 544.65135| 136.28 193.18( 279.72| 162.4995| 1316.33085
(Grant-in-Aid
Centrally General)
Sponsored | 3601.06.789.02.05.31 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Scheme of | (Special Component
Project Plan for Scheduled
Tiger & Castes)
Elephant | 3601.06.796.02.05.31 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
(Tribal Area Sub
Plan/STC)
Total 544.65135| 136.28 193.18| 279.72| 162.4995| 1316.33085
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9. This issues under the powers delegated to the Ministry and with the concurrence of
Integrated Finance Division vide Unique Dy. No. 327/IFD/2024 dated 19.11.2024.
Compliance of all the guidelines/instructions regarding release of funds under
Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) and monitoring utilization of funds released,
Issued by Dept. of Expenditure (Ministry of Finance) vide OM No 1(13) PFMS/FCD/
2020 dated 23.03.2021 must be ensured.

10.  Legacy data has been approved by Project Tiger & Elephant Division.

11.  The Interest accrued in SNA Account has been deposited in Consolidated Fund of India
by State Government of Assam.

Yours faithfully,

—  An

(Md. Sajid Sultan)

Assistant Inspector General of Forest (PT&E)
Email: aig2-ntca@nic.in

Tel. (EPABX): + 91 11 24367837-39

Copy to:-

1. The Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, New Delhi.

2. The Secretary (Forests), Govt. of Assam. A copy of the detailed sanction letter issued by
the State Government in respect of this scheme for 2024-25 may kindly be furnished to
this Ministry immediately.

The Secretary (Finance), Govt. of Assam.

The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests / Chief Wildlife Warden, Govt. of Assam.
The Accountant General, Assam.

The Director of Audit, Scientific Department, AGCR Building, IP Estate, New Delhi.
The IGF, PT&E, MoEF&CC, New Delhi/ Regional Office, Guwahati.

The Field Director, Kaziranga, Orang, Nameri and Manas Tiger Reserve, Assam
Forest Finance Division, MoEF&CC, New Delhi.

10 Plan Finance Division (PF-II}, Ministry of Finance, New Delhi.

11. Guard file/Spare copies.

0O N U AW

= a7 | P

(Md. Sajid Sultan)
Assistant Inspector General of Forest (PT&E)
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Project Tiger:

(Rs. In Lakhs)

SHE i/ Project Tiger
wr(fEen, a5 T SeErg aiec g
hinistry of Enviranmsnt, Forest and Climate Change
WL LA/ Government of India

—

Kaziranga Tiger Reserve, Orang Tiger Reserve l Nameri Tiger Reserve ‘ Manas Tiger Reserve

. | Central . | Central [State . | Central [State . | Central |State

S.No Items Sanctio Assistanc gtatel Sanctio Assistanc|Shar Saneuo Assistanc|Shar Sanetio Assistanc|Shar

‘ n Share n n n
e e e e e e e
(d) (e) ® (8) (h) (1) §)) (k) ) (m) (n)
Non

Recurrin

1 g 991.26 892.13| 99.13| 224.08 201.67|22.41| 553.67 498.30|55.37| 768.77 691.89|76.88
(90:10)
Recurrin

2 g 898.75 808.88| 89.88| 252.24 227.02(25.22| 116.85 105.17|11.69, 206.40 185.76|20.64
(90:10)

Total 1890'(1] 1701.01 189'(1] 476.32| 428.69 47'2 670.52| 603.47 67'2 975.17| 877.65 97';

Qﬁu——”““——’—

(Md. Sajid Sultan)

Assistant Inspector General of Forest (PT&E)

W, R e /Md. SAJID SULTAM
TEEH a9 qEHAICTER
i Asslstant Inspector CGeneral of Foresis
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Revised item proposed during 2024-25

(@ in lakh)
Items of Activities Approved Revised
Amount Amount

Protection of Elephant
Deployment of Mobile Anti Depredation Squad and Field Anti 105.00 140.00
Depredation Squad (including hire charge of vehicle with cost of POL for
6 months each) 20 units @ %7.00 lac per unit

Construction of watch tower 6 No @316.00 lac each 90.00 96.00
Construction of anti-poaching camp at strategic location 6 No @ ¥20.00 80.00 120.00
lac each

Procurement of ammunition for use in anti-depredation activities by the 10.00 10.00
anti-depredation squad

Construction of patrolling path 25 km @3%3.00 lac per km 54.00 75.00
Rewards to informers, intelligences gathering and legal support 4.00 5.00
Elephant observation group on railway line for 6 months 8.10 8.10

(15 No @ 0.09 lac each for 6 months)
Conservation and Development of Habitats & Corridors

Removal of invasive species 5.00 10.00
Eliciting Public Co-operation including mitigation of man-elephant
conflict
Hiring of kunki elephant for scaring away wild elephants from crops and 7.20 8.90
human habitation in problematic area
Purchase of standing crop 100 bighas @ %0.15 lac each 15.00 15.00

(This initiative is going to compensate the farmers in the fringe areas of
RFs and PAs immensely. The farmers shall be motivated not to resist free
movement of the elephant herds through their crop field. As a result
conflict will go down considerably. The Farmers will be able to harvest the
remnant of the crop. This is proposed as a demonstrative scheme on a pilot
basis to be implemented in four of the most effected districts namely
Goalpara, Golaghat, Hojai and Sonitpur)

Providing logistic support to the public for anti-depredation measures 8 No 20.00 32.00
@ %4.00 lac each

Improvement of Support Services including monitoring, research and

training

Conducting elephant census across elephant ranges of Assam 25.00 25.00
Publicity & awareness programme HEC prone Districts 25.00 25.00

Captive Elephant management and Welfare
Veterinary support for conducting health camp for the captive elephant 10.00 14.00
across the State 7 No @ ¥2.00 lac each
Monitoring of captive elephant 7.48 10.00
Total (Central Share and State Share) 465.78 594.00
Central Share (90% of the total amount) 419.202 534.60
Release 1% instalment (25% ) 104.8005 133.65
Less unspent balance (2023-24) 35.92533 35.92533
Net release 1* instalment 68.87517 97.72467
2" instalment release (25% Central Share including remaining 162.4995

balance adjusted against 1* instalment)

L N
= dn N
(Md. Sajid Sultan)
Assistant Inspector General of Forest (PT&E)
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